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Eisenerz in Styria, it possesses one of the most valuable iron
mines in Europe, and there are also deposits of iron-ore, magnesite,
and salt in various parts of the country. Austrian coals are, as a
rule, lignitic, and, among other places, are found at Koflach and
ZiHingsdorf in the basin of the Mur, at Thallem and Wobbling in
the valley of the Danube, and at Wolfeegg in Upper Austria. Vari-
ous other deposits, hitherto unworked, are also being investigated.
The output of Austrian coal in 1937 was 3,700,000 tons or jnst
over SO per cent of the total amount consumed in that year. For
centuries iron ore from the Erzberg has been smelted by charcoal in
the neighbouring valleys, but the modem development of the metal-
lurgical industry at Donawitz (near Leoben), Eisenerz, and elsewhere
is based upon the lignite mines in the neighbourhood. Graz, which
receives its steel from this region, makes machinery and rolling stock.
Prior to 1914 the industrial life of the Danubian districts
was centred in and around Vienna, which was the natural meeting-
place of lines of communication from all parts of the Empire,
and was thus able to receive both the mineral products of the western
regions and the agricultural products of the eastern. Among the
industries which had consequently grown up in the city and in the
neighbouring towns lying chiefly to the south of it, were the manu-
facture of different kinds of iron and steel goods, spinning and
weaving, brewing, milling, furniture-making, and a host of others.
There are textile industries in the Vomrlbeig and in the Tyrol. In
the Vorarlberg the manufacture of cotton originated in the example
set by Switzerland and in the presence of abundant supplies of
water-power i and as electricity is now used in many of the nulls,
water-power is still of. importance. The centre of the industry is
at Dombirn.
The economic position of Vienna is of special interest. Before
1918 that city was partly dependent for its prosperity on the
fact that it was the political and economic centre of a great empire,
md, if it is not to decline in importance, it will require not only to
maintain but to expand its industrial activities so as to be com-
pensated for the loss of many functions which belonged to it in its
former capacity. On the other hand, the geographical advantages
wMeh the city derives from its position at the meeting place of
of the most important highways in Europe will re-assert
as political conditions become more stable, its economic